
Headteacher’s Welcome

Dear All, 

Welcome to our last Newsletter of Spring 1, where did that half term 

go?! It has been a busy last couple of weeks with visits from Sussex 

Green Living for Acorn class & Zoolab for Elder class. 

Steyning Grammar School’s Rock Road site welcomed a number of 

Year 5/6 pupils who participated in a Netball Taster afternoon against 

other local schools. 

The whole school took part  in Safer Internet Day around the theme for 

2023 – ‘Want to talk about it? Making space for conversations 
about life online’.

Parents Evenings were also a success, thank you for supporting your 

child.

ParentPay activation letters have been sent, 75% have activated their 

accounts, please ensure you have ordered your child’s school meals 

by 23rd February!!

Wishing you a restful February half term break & we look forward to 

welcoming you all back on Monday 20th February.

Best wishes from the Thakeham Family.
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Who Are We Celebrating This Fortnight?

Positive, 

Persevering Perry

Co-operative 

Caring Chloe

Headteacher

Award

Reflective, 

Reviewing Rowan

Curious, 

Questioning Cleo

Malakai (Oak)
Sevren (Oak)
Lucy (Maple)

Max (Maple)
Samuel (Elder)

Lucy (Maple)
Max (Maple)
Ayla (Elder)

Evelyn (Elder)
Lily (Elder)

Peter (Elder)
Sadie (Elder)

Governor Award
Peter (Elder)

Neola (Acorn)
Ruben (Acorn)
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Attendance Figures 

Thank you for your support in helping our pupils to see the value in each and every day at school.

We track attendance because only a little missed can have a huge long-term impact on a child’s

progress. Our target is 97%. Current attendance percentages for the new academic year to date

are:

Acorn Class: 98%

Oak Class: 91%

Maple Class: 97%

Elder Class: 96%

Our School Values

Care – Cooperation – Honesty – Responsibility – Perseverance – Curiosity - Reflection

These are the values that drive our school. They feed into how we learn, how we act with one

another, how we teach, how we handle our pastoral elements; so much of what we do! So, it is

important we remember them. Our Super Learning Heroes relate directly to these and are how we

make our values child friendly. They all come under our new, ‘Thakeham Way’.
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School Life

Some of the exciting activities some of our pupils have experienced over the last few weeks!

As part of their topic, 'Our Wonderful World', Acorns had a visit from Carrie Cort (Sussex Green Living) 

to tell them all about how they can reduce, reuse and recycle the things they have, to help use less 

resources in the world and look after our planet. They looked at places around the world that they need to 

protect and how a small change can make a big difference. Following the visit and after their work on the 

text, 'Michael Recycle’, they thought they should put what they had learnt into place and so they went out 

litter picking around the school grounds. They were shocked with the amount of litter they found and so have 

added this to their list of actions they will do to play their part in caring for our wonderful world.
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School Life

Some of the exciting activities some of our pupils have experienced over the last few weeks!

Small School, Big Opportunities, Great Achievements! 

Elder class as part of their ‘Living Habitats’ & ‘Plants and Animals’ topics for Science, had a visit from 

Zoolab where they got to hold & see a number of animals including a giant cockroach, a millipede, 

rats, a Giant African Land Snail, a tarantula & a snake!



School Life

Some of the exciting activities some of our pupils have experienced over the last few weeks!

Small School, Big Opportunities, Great Achievements! 

The sun shone as some of our Year 5/6 pupils took part in a Netball Taster at Steyning Grammar School’s 

Rock Road courts!
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Time to Shine! 

Please see below for some exciting news from our community. We are so proud of everything our

pupils do and want to share!

Erin had a super busy and exciting weekend, she rode her pony Rocky for the first time since Winter, 

very confident and looking forward to trying some jumps.

On Saturday afternoon Erin went to the Amex to Watch Brighton against Bournemouth. Her first 

match in the 1901 club and was greeted by a familiar face who we all know, our retired Premises 

Manager Mr Meacher! And to end what was a fantastic game, Brighton won 1-0!
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Red Nose Day – Friday 18th March For Red Nose Day, 

on Friday 18th March, we would like the children to take 

part in Red Nose Day and raise money for Comic Relief. 

The children are welcome to come to school in their own 

clothes with a red theme. 

This may be their t-shirt or socks, a hair band or onesie! 

Please ensure they are still wearing sensible shoes for 

school activities. Please bring in £1 donation on the day. 
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Dates for Your Diary

• 13th-17th February: Half term

• 20th February: Return to school

• 17th March: Comic Relief Red Nose Day (please see further information above)

• 31st March: INSET Day (last day of term)

• 3rd-14th April: Easter holidays

• 17th April: Start of Summer term - return to school

• 1st May – Bank Holiday

• 8th May: Extra Bank Holiday for the King’s Coronation

• 29th May-2nd June: May half term

• 5th June: INSET Day

• 6th June: return to school

• 11th June: Thakeham Village/FoTS Fundraiser Day – SAVE THE DATE!!

• 21st July: last day of term

• 24th July-31st August: School summer holidays
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