
Headteacher’s Welcome

Dear All, 

Welcome to our first Newsletter of 2023!

We hope you all had an enjoyable break, it has been fantastic to see

all the children coming back so enthusiastic about their learning!

Please note further down the Newsletter, the important change

coming to how school meals are ordered.

Further information will follow as soon as we receive it.

Please also see a link to latest DofE/NHS guidance on children’s

illnesses & school attendance: https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-

too-ill-for-school/

Best wishes from the Thakeham Family.
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Who Are We Celebrating This Fortnight?

Positive, 

Persevering Perry

Co-operative 

Caring Chloe

Headteacher

Award

Reflective, 

Reviewing Rowan

Curious, 

Questioning Cleo

Faith (Acorn)
Aria (Maple)

James (Elder)
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Attendance Figures 

Thank you for your support in helping our pupils to see the value in each and every day at school.

We track attendance because only a little missed can have a huge long-term impact on a child’s

progress. Our target is 97%. Current attendance percentages for the new academic year to date

are:

Acorn Class: 98%

Oak Class: 92%

Maple Class: 97%

Elder Class: 96%

Our School Values

Care – Cooperation – Honesty – Responsibility – Perseverance – Curiosity - Reflection

These are the values that drive our school. They feed into how we learn, how we act with one

another, how we teach, how we handle our pastoral elements; so much of what we do! So, it is

important we remember them. Our Super Learning Heroes relate directly to these and are how we

make our values child friendly. They all come under our new, ‘Thakeham Way’.
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School Life

Some of the exciting activities some of our pupils have experienced over the last few weeks!

Our topic in Acorn class this term is 'Our Wonderful World', through the text 'The Tin Forest' the children 

have been learning about how wonderful our world is, how we can protect it and how one small action 

can have a big impact. The children have been using their creative skills to design their own Tin Forest 

and dream forest both in school and at home.

Bodhi found this incredible beetle on a walk he went on at Petworth, he did some research and shared 

with us that it is called a devils coach-horse beetle. What a wonderful world we really do live in!

Kaia our school’s reading dog celebrated her 2nd birthday with us on Friday 6th January!
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School Life

Some of the exciting activities some of our pupils have experienced over the last few weeks!
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Elder Class Forest School – Year 5 Session
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Some of the exciting activities some of our pupils have experienced over the last few weeks!
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Elder Class Forest School – Year 6 Session



School Life

Some of the exciting activities some of our pupils have experienced over the last few weeks!
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Maple Class Fizz Pop Science – Lend me Your Ear & Show Me the Light Workshops
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Reminder of Parking Arrangements 

We would like to remind you that the car park at the front of the school is only for use by staff and visitors to 

the school building, not parents. (Exception would be disabled space for blue badge holders).

We are fortunate to be able to use Steyning Grammar School’s car park which all parents are able to use.

The coach bay is only to be used for year 6 pupils to be dropped off - cars must not park in the coach bay at 

any time. If parents of Year 6 children also have children in other years then they must park in SGS’s car 

park and walk them round.

Cars should not be stopping at any time on the verge on the right hand side of the access road.

If you need to pick up your child during school time due to illness or a medical appointment, please park in 

the coach drop off bays. We have also witnessed some parents completely ignoring the NO ENTRY sign by 

the mini roundabout and entering the school car park rather than using the SGS access entrance. This is 

EXTREMELY dangerous & poses a risk to Thakeham Primary School & SGS pupils, staff & members of the 

public.

Many thanks for your co-operation.
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Time to Shine! 

Please see below for some exciting news from our community. We are so proud of everything our

pupils do and want to share!

We are very proud of one of our pupils, Lucy from Maple class, who is taking part in a 

local theatre production of Disney Frozen Jr, details of how to book tickets can be 

found below:
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Please continue to share your child’s achievements by sending pictures to 

Mrs Campbell on: office@thakehamps.co.uk
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FoTS News
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Dates for Your Diary

• 13th January: FoTS Spring bulb planting (on playground after school - £3)

• 15th January: Deadline for Sept 2023 Reception place applications (see WSCC flyer)

• 16th January: FoTS Spring bulb planting (on playground after school - £3)

• 19th January: Census Day (please see Chartwells lunch menu below)

• 20th January: Oak class trip to Drusillas

• 27th January: Maple class trip to Worthing Symphony Orchestra

• 30th January: ParentPay Go-Live to order school meals (details below in this Newsletter

& more to follow in 2023)

• 7th February: Parents Evening for Years 1-6 (sign-up information to follow soon)

• 9th February: Parents Evening for Years R-6 (sign-up information to follow soon)

• 2nd March: World Book Day – information to follow nearer the time
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MEAL ORDERING WITH PARENTPAY 

A new meal ordering system is coming to Thakeham Primary School!

This is for all Free school meals, Universal free meals, and paid meals. 

WHEN? 
Start booking from 30th January 2023 for lunches starting from 6th March 2023. All lunches up until 
Friday 3rd March 2023 will continue to be booked via Meal Selector (Paid Parents) or via the school office 
for KS1 children. 

WHO? 
Parents/Carers, you will see a new Payment Item in your ParentPay account. You must log in and order 
meals through this new Payment Item. You MUST order the exact meal in advance for your child on the 
days you require them to have a hot meal. 
Medical diets and Lifestyle can be selected at the point of ordering, medical evidence is still required for 
allergies. 

HOW? 
Book your meals through ParentPay and the Chartwells kitchen teams will have the orders on a tablet 
known as Cypad. This will show the chosen meal along with your child’s information on screen, and the 
meal you ordered to be served that day. All meals are subject to supplier availability.

FURTHER INFORMATION COMING SOON!
















