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Front Cover Picture

In Wonder they have been looking at both healthy eating in PSHE and the 
difference between plants and fruits in science. 

Here are two of our wonderful Wonder pupils examining some fruits and 
vegetables as part of our provision in Key Stage 1. 

It looks really interesting! 
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Welcome 

We hope you all had a restful Spring break and made the most of the warmer weather.
The children have settled well into the start of the summer term and there has already
been a Reception class trip to Sandgate Park and a Quadkids tournament attended by
some of Year 5/6s!

Curriculum letters have been sent home today and FoTS will be holding ice cream sales
every Friday after school so please remember to bring your cash!

Horsham District Council are encouraging all primary schools to take part

in Walk to School Week – 19th-23rd May. This annual initiative is a great

opportunity to encourage pupils and families to choose active travel options, like
walking, cycling, or scooting, on their journeys to school. As you’ll know, promoting
active travel brings a host of benefits:
Improved physical and mental health for pupils through regular exercise
Better air quality around the school gates by reducing car traffic
Reduced congestion, making drop-off times safer and calmer for everyone

Park and Stride is a simple idea for families who live further away
to still enjoy the benefits of walking to school.
If you drive, how about parking a 5-10 minute walk from school and complete their
journey on foot. It reduces traffic, congestion and road danger around the school gates
whilst allowing children the chance to get active for the last part of their journey.

Best wishes from the Thakeham Family.

If there has been any change to when you gave consent for the school to administer
school kept medicine, please notify the school office as soon as possible. Many thanks.
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Attendance

Thank you for your support in helping our pupils to see the

value in each and every day at school. We track attendance

because only a little missed can have a huge long-term

impact on a child’s progress.

Our target is 97%.

Current attendance percentages for this academic year to

date are:

Beatles Class: 97%

Wonder Class: 95%

Marley Class:  95%   

Franklin Class: 96%

Well done everyone! 



At Thakeham we CARE

Headteacher: Mr Will McDonald
Deputy Headteacher: Mrs Emma Hopkins
SENCO: Mrs Bex Stender
Operations Manager: Mrs Georgina Ritchie

Thakeham Primary School
www.thakehamps.co.uk

office@thakehamps.co.uk
01903 740 176

Awards this Fortnight 

This year, we have moved away from using the
Super Learning Hero Awards because they do not
match our new school systems and values. The children helped us
choose the new awards. They decided to base them on our 3Rs
(Ready, Respectful, Responsible). The pupils who achieve an
Honours Award will be invited to a special Awards Ceremony in the
summer term.

This fortnights’ weekly awards go to the following pupils:

Ready to Learn 
Award

Respect
Award

Responsible
Award

Headteacher
Award

Honours
Award

Elliott A (Wonder)
Florence (Wonder)

Mia (Marley)
Poppy (Marley)
Dylan (Franklin)

Iga (Franklin)

Bailey (Beatles)
Oscar T (Beatles)
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Inclusion
At Thakeham we have many ways in which we support our children across the four 
broad areas of SEN. 

Our SEND team work closely with pupils, class teachers and support staff to identify the 
areas of need and work together to put in place support for our pupils. Here are some of 
the ways we support our pupils each week:
• adapted learning in class
• use of resources
• precision teaching/over learning
• small group work 
• Interventions
• emotional literacy support (ELSA)
• smart learning targets
• personalised learning plans. 

Each week the SEND team review what support is in place focusing on what is working 
well and where we might need to make adjustments. If you feel your child would benefit 
for some support from the SEN team, please do get in touch.
Mrs Stender
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School Life

Beatles Class visit to Sandgate Park

The class went looking for signs of Spring as part of their Let’s Get 
Growing topic!
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School Life

Year 5/6 QuadKids Tournament

Some of our Year 5/6s took part in an inter-school sports 
tournament arranged by SGS, where they came 2nd! 
Well done Team Thakeham! 
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School Life

Back in March, we celebrated Science Week. This year the 
theme was, ‘Change and Adapt’. As part of this, Steyning 
Grammar School invited us to take part in a poster competition 
linked to change and adaptability. The KS1 children were asked 
to create a poster that showed how animals are adapted to live 
in their habitat. The KS2 children were asked to choose an 
animal and suggest ways it could evolve to live in a different 
habitat. Well done to all the children that took part. Huge 
congratulations to the following children who won a prize! 
• Florence (Wonder class) KS1 winner
• Naia (Wonder class) KS1 runner up
• Joseph (Marley class) KS2 winner
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Dates for Your Diary

5th May – Bank Holiday
14-15th May – Bag 2 School drop off
26th-30th May – half term
2nd June – Start of Summer term 2
16th-19th June – Book Fair
18th July – last day of term
21st July – Inset Day
22nd July – Inset Day
23rd July – 1st Sept – Summer holidays













Free Trial Session and £40 discount at Perform

Popular children's drama and dance school 
Perform is offering a Free Trial Session and a 
special introductory discount of £40 for members 
of Thakeham Primary School if they sign up by 
Sunday 1st June 2025. Parents should quote 
THAK62025 when they book their free session by 
going to perform.org.uk/try or calling 020 7255 
9120. 
You can find out more about the classes at 
perform.org.uk/try. Alternatively, pdf flyers can 
be downloaded from here. 
The nearest classes to Thakeham Primary School 
are as follows (please click for a map and further 
details):

Perform Storrington (Drama for 4-7s)

(1.1 miles)
Tuesdays at 4pm

Storrington Village Hall
59 West Street, 
RH20 4DZ

Perform Storrington (Drama for 7-12s)

(1.1 miles)
Tuesdays at 5.05pm

Storrington Village Hall
59 West Street, 
RH20 4DZ

Perform Fittleworth (Drama for 4-7s)

(6.2 miles)

Mondays at 3.45pm

Fittleworth Village Hall
School Lane, 
RH20 1JB

Perform Fittleworth (Drama for 7-12s)

(6.2 miles)
Mondays at 4.45pm

Fittleworth Village Hall
School Lane, 
RH20 1JB

Perform Worthing (Drama for 4-7s)

(7.6 miles)
Tuesdays at 4.15pm

St John The Divine Church Hall
Ripley Road, 
BN11 5NQ

There are others too. Click to find all the 
nearest here or view a list of all areas. 

https://www.perform.org.uk/portal/new-contact
https://www.perform.org.uk/freedramaclass?trk=JnBzY19pZD0xMDEwOTg2JmVtY19pZD0yNjUmbWVfaWQ9MCZ0ZXh0PUJvb2tiYWcgZGlnaXRhbCZkYXRlPUFwciAyNCAyMDI1ICA5OjIxQU0~
https://www.perform.org.uk/assets/library/2025/Generic2025-18.pdf
https://www.perform.org.uk/venue/view?v=2720&type=perform&trk=JnBzY19pZD0xMDEwOTg2JmVtY19pZD0yNjUmbWVfaWQ9MCZ0ZXh0PUJvb2tiYWcgZGlnaXRhbCZkYXRlPUFwciAyNCAyMDI1ICA5OjIxQU0~
https://www.perform.org.uk/venue/view?v=2720&type=pplus&trk=JnBzY19pZD0xMDEwOTg2JmVtY19pZD0yNjUmbWVfaWQ9MCZ0ZXh0PUJvb2tiYWcgZGlnaXRhbCZkYXRlPUFwciAyNCAyMDI1ICA5OjIxQU0~
https://www.perform.org.uk/venue/view?v=2646&type=pplus&trk=JnBzY19pZD0xMDEwOTg2JmVtY19pZD0yNjUmbWVfaWQ9MCZ0ZXh0PUJvb2tiYWcgZGlnaXRhbCZkYXRlPUFwciAyNCAyMDI1ICA5OjIxQU0~
https://www.perform.org.uk/venue/view?v=2352&type=perform&trk=JnBzY19pZD0xMDEwOTg2JmVtY19pZD0yNjUmbWVfaWQ9MCZ0ZXh0PUJvb2tiYWcgZGlnaXRhbCZkYXRlPUFwciAyNCAyMDI1ICA5OjIxQU0~




Calling all little explorers aged 2-4! 
Join us for a thrilling FREE Nursery Activity Morning with a minibeast theme on Saturday 7 
June, from 10:00am to 11:30am! Engage in bug-tastic activities like minibeast scavenger 
hunts, ladybug crafts and butterfly biscuit decorating, while meeting our fantastic staff and 
exploring our amazing Nursery and Pre-Prep facilities! 
Don’t miss out—register now using the link below! We can't wait to welcome you and your 
little one for a morning of fun and discovery! 

Join us for a FREE Mini Beast-Themed Activity Morning – Saturday 7 June 2025 | 
Lancing College Prep Worthing | 
Independent Prep School in Worthing | West Sussex | South of London

https://www.lancingcollege.co.uk/prep-worthing/join-us-free-mini-beast-themed-activity-morning-saturday-7-june-2025
https://www.lancingcollege.co.uk/prep-worthing/join-us-free-mini-beast-themed-activity-morning-saturday-7-june-2025


Is your child crazy about Science? Bring them to Lancing Prep Worthing for a 
fun-filled STEAM morning on Wednesday, 28 May, from 9 AM to 12 PM 
during the May Half Term! Open to all Year 3, 4, and 5 children in West 
Sussex, this event promises exciting science activities, thrilling experiments, 
and lots of creative fun! 🧪 ✨
For more information and to book click here: STEAM Morning | Lancing 
College Prep Worthing | Independent Prep School in Worthing | West Sussex 
| South of London

Should you have any queries please contact Laura Shelton 
lshelton@lancing.org.uk.

https://www.lancingcollege.co.uk/prep-worthing/steam-morning
mailto:lshelton@lancing.org.uk



