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Welcome 
Happy Friday to you all!

Last week we celebrated Harvest Festival at St Mary’s Church, Thakeham. The children
were all so well behaved and sang beautifully! Many thanks to everyone who donated
items which the church has passed on to The Wholesome Warehouse based in
Storrington, who will give to those most in need.

The children sat this week for their individual school photos which you can purchase
until Sunday 20th October using the personalised link sent to you via email/text from
Tempest Photography or by following this link: www.tempest-orders.co.uk

The deadline is fast approaching for the purchase of items with your child’s
Christmas/winter design. The Class Fundraising template with your unique code went
home with your child a while back. Lots of items to choose from which will make great
gifts, so please support the school as funds raised will go back into providing much
needed resources/experiences for your child. The online shop closes on Weds 16th

October with no option to order after this so please order before this time. 
Tickets are also still available to purchase for the FoTS Halloween Disco on Friday 25th

October (more details on how in the FoTS section below of the Newsletter).

Our lovely Mrs Bowbrick is running the Royal Parks Half Marathon on Sunday 13th

October to raise money for the Anthony Nolan charity. If you wish to donate the link
can be found here: https://www.justgiving.com/page/jodi-bowbrick-
1711718761639?utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=page%2Fjodi-bowbrick-
1711718761639&utm_source=copyLink&utm_campaign=pfp-share

Best wishes from the Thakeham Family.
If there has been any change to when you gave consent for the school to administer
school kept medicine, please notify the school office as soon as possible. Many
thanks.

http://www.tempest-orders.co.uk/
https://www.justgiving.com/page/jodi-bowbrick-1711718761639?utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=page%2Fjodi-bowbrick-1711718761639&utm_source=copyLink&utm_campaign=pfp-share


At Thakeham we CARE

Headteacher: Mr Will McDonald
Deputy Headteacher: Mrs Emma Hopkins
SENCO: Mrs Bex Stender
Operations Manager: Mrs Georgina Ritchie

Thakeham Primary School
www.thakehamps.co.uk

office@thakehamps.co.uk
01903 740 176

Awards this Fortnight 

This year, we have moved away from using the
Super Learning Hero Awards because they do not
match our new school systems and values. The children helped us
choose the new awards. They decided to base them on our 3Rs
(Ready, Respectful, Responsible). The pupils who achieve an
Honours Award will be invited to a special Awards Ceremony in the
summer term.

This week’s weekly awards go to the following pupils:

Ready to Learn 
Award

Respect
Award

Responsible
Award

Headteacher
Award

Honours
Award

Gabrielle (Marley)

Malakai (Marley)

Bodhi (Wonder)

Mathilda (Wonder)

Erin (Franklin)

Gabe (Franklin)

Sophia (Franklin)
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Friends of Thakeham Primary School (FoTS)

Acct name: Friends of Thakeham 
School
Sort code: 30-99-93
Acct no: 03933842
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Inclusion Newsletter

Dyscalculia Awareness Day was on 7th October and Dyslexia
awareness week is 7-13th October. At Thakeham we are working hard
on identifying the signs of dyslexia and dyscalculia, and putting
support in for those children. Here is some information below on
some signs of dyslexia and dyscalculia. Having these signs does not
necessarily mean they definitely have dyslexia or dyscalculia, but they
are good indicators. More information will be coming soon to
parents.
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Attendance

Thank you for your support in helping our pupils to see the

value in each and every day at school. We track attendance

because only a little missed can have a huge long-term

impact on a child’s progress.

Our target is 97%.

Current attendance percentages for this academic year to

date are:

Beatles Class: 99%

Wonder Class: 98%

Marley Class: 96%

Franklin Class: 97%

Well done everyone! 
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Time to Shine! 

If there’s anything you would like us to celebrate, please email (with
photographs attached) office@thakehamps.co.uk.

Well done to the following pupils who were in productions of Beauty and 
the Beast with Sandra Wilson’s School of Performing Arts on Sunday 29th

September: 

Lucy - Le Fou
Holly - Mrs Potts
Alhannah - Babette
Olive - Cogsworth
Tamira - Madame De Le Grande
Bouche
Frankie - Silly Girl/ Witch/ Cutlery
Lexie – Townsfolk

Also well done to Erin who  took part 
in a diverse dance showcase last 
Saturday afternoon in 
Brighton, which she had to perform 2 
dance routines with her follow 
dancers. The morning was spent 
rehearsing, then she took to the stage 
and performed in front of a very 
large audience, showing real zest!

mailto:office@thakehamps.co.uk
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School Life

Marley Class spent a morning at the Forest School area for a fire 
immersion experience to help with building their vocabulary before
writing their fire poems.

Harvest Festival
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Thakeham Reporters

Start of school year:

In Franklin class we have been learning about space and how big all the planets are, how big space 
is and people were making things over the summer holidays about space e.g. a tee-shirt 
and a poster and after we are going to learn about the wild and the planet. Our class book is 
called Orion Lost: it's really interesting and it keeps us on the edge of our seats. Soon, Franklin 
are going to a planetarium in Chichester. It will be very interesting as it will match with our 
topic!

Marley class have recently been learning about the Stone Age, timelines and looking and 
finding out about Stone Age animals. In Maths they are learning about 100s, 10s and 1s and their 
class books are Stone Age Boy and their other book is The Stolen Spear.

In Wonder class they are learning about toys and how they are made. Their class book is called 
The Dinosaur that Pooped a Superhero. In Science, they are learning about different 
materials and textures. They are going on a school trip to a toy museum in Brighton soon.

In Beatles class their topic is Marvellous Me and learning about their families. They are also 
learning about the importance of eating healthily and brushing their teeth everyday. They 
have been painting themselves (self portraits), they’re also learning about counting and 
writing their names. Their class book is First Day at Bug School.

Buddies:

There are new reception children! They are our buddies! We read with them, sometimes eat with 
them, play with them at lunch time and sometimes at breaktime. We adore our buddies!

New building

Recently, a new part of our school is being built where our headteacher Mr Mc Donald’s office was, 
it's so exciting! Although at the moment it smells like paint and its very dusty, but it’s amazing. All of 
the new space is crazy, but the windows are so clean it's strange, there is also a toilet and a disabled 
toilet ,there is also going to be a new classroom and a new hall. It's going to be so cool, we can't wait.
We especially like how you can see outside so it feels like you're outside.

Jeni and Sophia
Thakeham Reporters
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Dates for Your Diary

Fri 18th Oct: Franklin class trip to Chichester Planetarium

Thurs 24th Oct: Wonder class trip to the Brighton Toy Museum

Fri 25th Oct: Halloween School Disco organised by FoTS – cash payments 
available from the office or pay online.

Mon 28th Oct-Fri 1st Nov – Half Term

Tues 5th Nov – Parents’ Evening

Thurs 14th Nov – Parents’ Evening

Thurs 28th Nov – whole school flu clinic

Dates with more info to follow nearer the time:

Fri 15th Nov – Children in Need Day
Tues 17th Dec: Beatles Nativity Play
Sat 7th Dec: FoTS Christmas Fayre
Weds 18th Dec: Whole School Nativity
Fri 20th Dec: End of term
Mon 23rd Dec-Fri 3rd Jan: Winter break
Mon 6th Jan: Start of Spring term



Be THAKEHAM!

Be one of  the BEST!

Looking for a school place?
Thakeham is unique in the area. Why? We offer a Small School setting but with BIG school
facilities and opportunities. Our small size means we really do know each of our 105 pupils. We
can nurture them in a way a large school cannot. Our pupils feel safe; they are happy; and they
are celebrated for who they are! Our outcomes are well above the National Average in all areas
from Early Years through to Year 6. In short… our pupils are the BEST and achieve the BEST!

“My favourite thing about Thakeham is that it is a community. I know every adult will help me, I
have so many friends and I know everyone cares.” Quote from a current Year 6 pupil.

“Pupils and parents recognise the kind and nurturing nature of this school. Pupils feel included
and welcome. Staff expertly identify pupils who need support. Behaviour is positive. Developing
pupil leadership is given a high priority. Thakeham continues to be a good school.” Ofsted 2024.

Tel:

01903 

740176

Join today!
Thakeham Primary School


















