
Welcome

Dear All,

As 2023 draws to a close, this is our last Newsletter of 2023 and 

what a year it has been! We have said goodbye to our Y6 leavers 

and welcomed our new Reception children and others into the 

Thakeham family. Beatles class have settled in beautifully and we 

look forward to seeing them blossom even more in 2024!

Our building work is very nearly completed, we are excited to see 

how our new SEN area will look after the transformation and proud 

to have such a wonderful asset for the children.

A reminder that January 18th 2024 is Census Day, a very important 

day for the school as the Government uses the number of children 

who eat schools meals on this day to determine some of the 

funding the school receives the following year. The school needs all 

children in Years R-2 to have booked and have a meal on that day.

The last day for booking a meal for the 18th January using your 

ParentPay is Thursday 4th January 2024. Please consider 

booking a meal for your child/ren for that day if you have not 

already done so. Even if your child is in Reception, Y1 or Y2 or 

eligible for FSM , meals still need to be booked. The menu is 

attached further down the Newsletter.

Wishing a very Merry Xmas and a Happy New Year to you and your 

loved ones. We hope you enjoy a well deserved rest and we look 

forward to welcoming you all back on Wednesday 3rd January.

Best wishes from the Thakeham Family.
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Who Are We Celebrating This Fortnight?

Positive, 

Persevering Perry

Co-operative 

Caring Chloe

Headteacher

Award

Reflective, 

Reviewing Rowan

Curious, 

Questioning Cleo

Una (Beatles) Harrison (Wonder)
Amariaah (Marley)

Eddie (Marley)
Samuel (Franklin)

Charlie (Franklin)
Daniel (Franklin)

Louis (Beatles)
Robyn (Wonder)
Logan (Franklin)
Gabe (Franklin)
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Attendance Figures 

Thank you for your support in helping our pupils to see the value in each and every day at school.

We track attendance because only a little missed can have a huge long-term impact on a child’s

progress. Our target is 97%. Current attendance percentages for the new academic year to date

are:

Beatles Class: 98%

Wonder Class: 98%

Marley Class: 96%

Franklin Class: 95%

Our School Values

CARE – COURAGE – AMBITION – RESPECT – ENJOYMENT

These are the values that drive our school. They feed into how we learn, how we act with one

another, how we teach, how we handle our pastoral elements; so much of what we do! So, it is

important we remember them. Our Super Learning Heroes relate directly to these and are how we

make our values child friendly. They all come under our new, ‘Thakeham Way’.
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Small School, Big Opportunities, Great Achievements! 

Email us at: office@thakehamps.co.uk
Call us on: 01903 740176

Time to Shine! 

Please see below for some exciting news from our community. We are so proud of everything our

pupils do and want to share!

Our School Values

Care – Cooperation – Honesty – Responsibility – Perseverance – Curiosity - Reflection

These are the values that drive our school. They feed into how we learn, how we act with one another, how
we teach, how we handle our pastoral elements; so much of what we do! So, it is important we remember
them. Our Super Learning Heroes relate directly to these and are how we make our values child friendly.

Lucy, Alhannah, Holly and Olive took part in Sandra Wilson’s School of Performing arts 

Christmas Show. Which was over two days and 2 hours long! Well done girls!

If you would like to share something your child has achieved outside school, please email the School Office.

Sisters Robyn (left) and Eryn (right) won a 

silver medal and a gold medal respectively for 

their efforts in Stars’ Annual gymnastics 

competition. Well done girls!
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School Life

Some of the exciting activities some of our pupils have experienced over the last few weeks!

Branson and Kaia – our school reading dogs showing off their Christmas headgear!! 

The children have loved having them in this year ☺

SGS Annual Jailbreak 2023 for the NSCPCC
Thank you to everyone who donated loose change!
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School Life

Some of the exciting activities some of our pupils have experienced over the last few weeks!

Fizz Pop Science Assembly

mailto:office@thakehamps.co.uk


At Thakeham we CARE 

Email us at: office@thakehamps.co.uk

Call us on: 01903 740176

School Life

Some of the exciting activities some of our pupils have experienced over the last few weeks!

Marley Class Stone Age workshop

Beatles Nativity
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School Life

Some of the exciting activities some of our pupils have experienced over the last few weeks!

Christmas Assembly and Christmas Lunch
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Dates for Your Diary

• 18th December-1st January – Christmas holidays

• 2nd January: Inset Day

• 3rd January: Return to school

• 15th January: deadline date to apply for a September 2024 Reception

place

• 18th January: Census Day

Inset Days 2023/2024

Tuesday 2nd January 2024

Monday 22nd July 2024

Tuesday 23rd July 2024
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Fireworks Kids Club is a a local children's club which meets in Chanctonbury Sports Centre every week in 

term time on a Friday from 6:00 pm till 7:15 pm.

This free club is open to all and is run by Life Community Church Storrington.

Our Fireworks Kids Club aims to create an environment outside of school where the kids can have fun, 

be safe, learn, and meet their friends. We will be playing loads of games with a different theme each week.

This club is aimed at children in School Year 3 (7 years old) to Year 5 (10 Years old).

If you have any questions, don't hesitate to contact Nick@lccstor.org.
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This talk covers the women pilots in the WW2 "Air Transport Auxiliary", ATA, who played a vital 

part in providing the aeroplanes that were need for the RAF to win the air battles over Europe and 

free up RAF pilots for operational duties.

There will be a special reference to two who came from the Speaker’s home town, Whanganui, in 

NZ. One was sadly killed in 1944 in a Spitfire crash, the other survived the war became a flying 

instructor at the Whanganui Aero Club.

William Lonergan was born in Whanganui, New Zealand, and learnt to fly in the RNZAF. He then 

went into civil flying as a flying instructor and commercial pilot. He came to the UK in 1959 and 

joined the RAF and flew as a fighter pilot, flying instructor and engineering test pilot. He left the 

RAF in 1976 and went into management and computer consultancy. 

He "retired" 6 years ago and fly ex RAF training aeroplanes as a member of the Skyhawks 

formation display team.

Venue: Old School, School Lane, Storrington RH20 4LL.

Members £6. Non Members £8. All welcome


